Investing in Others: Barnabas

Acts 4:32-37

Introduction:

We just concluded a camp where 82 young people spentthe week learning about Leadership.
One of the most common questions | getabout thiscamp and a lot of the events we do here at
Karns is, “Why do you guys put forth so much effortin orderto do these events?”

When we pour intothe life of one person, we are pouringinto the lives of many people.

A Man of Faith and Action: Barnabas

A.

The early Christians sold theirland and houses and brought the proceeds to the apostles so they
could distribute ittothose who were in need (Acts 4:32-37).
The apostles gave him the name because they thought Barnabas was an encouragerto others.

Barnabas put hisfaithintoaction and poured hislife into the lives of others by encouraging them.

A Man Who Invested in Others: Barnabas and Paul

Saul/Paul hasjustbeen converted and started preachingin the synagogues ( Acts 9:17-22).

Saul escapedtoJerusalemonlyto have the disciplesinJerusalem not believe and trust him (Acts
9:23-26).

Barnabas accepted Saul with love and kindness and vouched for him amongthe otherdisciples ( Acts
9:27-28).

Saul (later named Paul) went onto become one of the greatest missionaries the world has ever
known (Acts 11:19-30; 13-14).

By investingin Paul, Barnabasinvested in others like (Luke, Timothy and Titus).

A Man Who Didn’t Give Up on Others: Barnabas and John Mark

A.

B.

Paul and Barnabas had a disagreement overtakingJohn Mark along with them ( Acts 15:36-41).
There will be times whenthose you have invested in will disappoint or hurtyou. You may even want
to throwin the towel onthemand think they are a lost cause.

Barnabas invested inJohn Mark and did not give up on him (2 Tim. 4:11).

Who inyour life needs you to keep believingin them and not give up on you.

Conclusion:

A.

| am who | am today because there were people in my life who believed and invested in me when the
easy thing might have beento give upon me.
Look foropportunities to pourinto the lives of other people. You never know what kind of difference

it might make. Itjust might make an eternal difference for many people.
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